PUBLIC LAW 96-121—NOV. 16, 1979

Public Law 96-121
96th Congress
et S o AnAct

To authorize appropnatlons for:the Federal® Fire Preventlon and Control Act of
-1974,.and for:other purposes. .

: »Be it enacted by the .Senate and House of Representatwes of the
Unzted States of America in-Congress assembled, - -

SectioN 1. Section 17 of the Federal Fire Prevention and Control
Act of 1974 (15USC. 2216)1s amended to read asfollows W

AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS

“Skc. 17. (a) There are authorized to be appropmated to carry out
the foregomg provisions of this Act, except as. otherwise specifically
provided, with respect to the payment of claims, under section 11 of
this, Act, an_amount not to exceed $25,210,000 for. the fi scal year
endmg September 30, 1980, which amount mcludes— e
(1) $4,781,000 for. programs which are recommended in the
" report submltted to the Congress by the Administrator pursuant
“tosection 24(b)(1);

“(2) $9,430,000 for the National Academy for Fire Prevention

‘and Control;

.43 $307,000 for adJustments requlred by law in salanes, pay,

’ retlrement ‘and employee benefits;
“(4) $500,000 for additional rural firef' ghtmg techmcal assxst—
‘gance -and information activities; :
i ‘(‘1(5) $500 000 for the study requlred by section 26 of thls Act
..an

, ¥46) $110 000 for the study requlred by section 27 of this. Act

o (b) There are authorized to.be a dppx;oprlated for the-additional
adm mstratlve _expenses of the Fede E;Emergency Management
Ag, are rel , hich result from Reorga-
] ubmitted June 19, 1978) and

d Exi ‘orders, an , not to exceed $600 000 for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 1980.”.

‘SEc. 2. Section 21(b)(4) of the Federal Fire Prevention and Control
Act'of 5U. 218(b)(4 ed by ; g out: “$100 a
iy alent of the
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the Federal Fire Prevention and Control Act of '1974 (15:] S—C
2220(b)(1)); and ~

“2) $119,000 for adjustments requlred by law in salanes, pay,
retiremernt, and employee benefit:

Skc. 4. The Federal Fire, Preventmn and Control Act of 1974 (15
U.S.C. 2201 et seq.) is further amended by adding at the end thereof
the following new section:

“SEC.: 26.(a) The:Administrator shall; within ten ' months-of the'date
of enactment of this section, .complete a study of the effectlveness of
smoke detectors, heat detectors, and sprinkler suppression systemsin
saving lives, preventing injuries, and:limiting property damage-in
fires, which report shall be submitted to the Congress and the
President. In conducting ‘such study,: the ::Administrator shall
consider, among other factors— o

* (1) whether and the extent to which such devices and systems
“have been ‘and are effective in reducing the severity | jﬁres,
including’ estimates with respect to the ‘potential for savings in
lives,'and"injury preventlon,attnbutable fo the o ratlon of such
 systems and devices;

" "2)the experience of Federal ‘organizatio locahtles,

“‘and other ‘political subdivisions which have reqmred the use of

such systems and devices; and
“43) a description of Administration programs regardmg smoke
detectors, heat detectors, sprinkler suppression .systems and
other systems, together with an'an s of the utlhzatlon of
these systems and dev1ces as a result the  pr

b

detectors, heat’ detectors,’ sprmkler Suppress10n systems or other
s1m11ar systems or dev1ces e1th have been or may be of asmstance in

p g ¢ : X
Admlmstrator shall prov1de speclfic leglslatlv
(i;)ngress for.i i

4d) Upon. request of . the Adml : ach-Federal: department
and agency shall furnish to the Admmlstrator such information,
data, estimates, and statistics, and allow the Administrator access to
all information in its possession, as the Administrator may reason-
ably determine to be necessary for the conduct of the studv required
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Sec. 5. The Federal Fire Prevention and Control Act of 1974 (15
W.S.C. 2201 et seq.) is further amended by adding at the end thereof
the followmg new section:

“FIREFIGHTER SAFETY STUDY

“Sec. 27. (a) The Administrator shall conduct a review of firefighter

safety. Such review shall include, but need not be limited to—

“(1) an analysis of the current situation with respect to the
safety of firefighters;

“(2) an analysis of the effectiveness of protective garments,
firefighting breathing equipment, personal communications sys-
tems, and other protective subsystems, together with recommen-
dations for improving such equipment in order to further fire-
fighting safety;

“(3) development of a plan for increased technology transfer to
firefighting units of more effective technologies in the areas
identified in paragraph (2) of this subsection.

“(b) The Administrator shall submit to Congress the results of such
review, together with appropriate recommendations for legislation,
not later than March 31, 1980.”.

Approved November 16, 1979.
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