JOINT EXPLANATORY STATEMENT OF THE COMMITTEE OF
CONFERENCE

The managers on the part of the House and Senate at the conference on the disagreeing
votes of the two Houses on the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H.R. 2112) making
appropriations for Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug Administration, and Related
Agencies programs for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2012, and for other purposes, submit
the following joint statement to the House and Senate in explanation of the effect of the action

agreed upon by the managers and recommended in the accompanying conference report.
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/-’ This conference agreement includes the Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug

Administration, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2012; the Commerce, Justice,
Science, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2012; and the Transportation, Housing and
Urban Development, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2012. The agreement also
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-includes further continuing appropriations for fiscal year 2012.
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The conference agreement does not contain any congressional earmarks, limited tax
benefits, or limited tariff benefits as defined by clause 9 of rule XXI of the Rules of the House of

Representatives.

The conferees concur with the Senate amendment to the title of the bill.



America Invents Act (P. L. 112-29) and includes language making available to the PTO any
excess fee collections above the amount appropriated, subject to section 505 reporting
requirements in this Act. The conference agreement does not include a general provision carried
in previous years prohibiting funds to issue patents on claims directed to or encompassing a

human organism. This language is no longer necessary as a similar permanent prohibition was

enacted in the Leahy-Smith America Invents Act(Publietaw-2-20y7

National security concerns.—The conferees adopt by reference House report language
regarding the need to update security procedures for patent applications that have national
security implications and direct PTO to report to the Committees on Appropriations within 60
days of enactment of this Act regarding practices currently used by third parties to safeguard

sensitive patent applications. This report shall provide a framework for suggested improvements

for security standards used in the private sector.

Establishment of satellite offices—The conferees encourage PTO to establish satellite

offices in areas that are advantageous to both PTO and its customers.

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF STANDARDS AND TECHNOLOGY
The conference agreement includes $750,824,000 for the National Institute of Standards
and TeChDOIO_gY ,(NIS-T} . S e Ao e e et g

SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL RESEARCH AND SERVICES P > 1%
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The conference agreement includes $567,000,000 for NIST’s scientific and technical core /I
programs, including $10,000,000 for a Cybersecurity Center of Excellence and $16,500,000 for g}

the National Strategy for Trusted Identities in Cyberspace. The conferees do not adopt Senate / {\
language regarding specific direction pertaining to greenhouse gas measurements but do

encourage NIST to pursue research in this area. -' Q)?& f\j
INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY SERVICES k

The conference agreement includes $128,443,000 for the Hollings Manufacturing
Extension Parmership Program.



CONSTRUCTION OF RESEARCH FACILITIES

The conference agreement includes $55,381,000 for NIST construction. The conferees
do not adopt House language designating funds for ongoing construction projects but expect
NIST to continue to submit quarterly reports on the status of all construction projects as directed
by the Senate.

NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION
The conference agreement includes a total of $4,893,675,000 in discretionary funds for
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). The conference agreement
does not establish a NOAA Climate Service as proposed by the Senate.

OPERATIONS,RESEARCH, AND FACILITIES

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

The conference agreement includes a total program level of $3,139,329,000 under this
account for the coastal, fisheries, marine, weather, satellite and other programs of NOAA. This
total funding level includes: $3,022,231,000 in direct appropriations; a transfer of $109,098,000
from balances in the “Promote and Develop Fishery Products and Research Pertaining to

American Fisheries” account; and $8,000,000 derived from recoveries of prior year obligations.

The following narrative descriptions and tables identify the specific activities and funding
levels included in this Act.

National Ocean Service.—The conference agreement includes $465,662,000 for National
Ocean Service operations, research, and facilities. The conferees adopt by reference Senate
report language regarding Integrated Ocean and Coastal Mapping but clarify that NOAA must
ensure that proprietary and/or commercially-important fisheries data is kept confidential or is
used only in aggregate datasets.

Response and Restoration.—The conferees adopt by reference House report language
regarding the funds NOAA expects to receive from BP in response to the Deepwater Horizon oil
spill in the Gulf of Mexico and direct NOAA to submit a spending plan to the Committees on
Appropriations within 90 days of enactment of this Act. The conferees adopt by reference House



